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Current hunting season may be suitable for framing 
ITie W87-88 hunting season ap­

pears to be iMie t>t iho>e rare vintages. 
.1 bountiful pernxl to be sasored b\ 

Texas sportsmen mm and renK'm 
bercd tondlv afterward 

Favorable weather patterns durini; 
the past two \ears have rcMiali/od 
habitats acriiss the slate and huiilei'. 
nov* arv reaping the har\esi. wildlilo 
officials said. 

White-tailed deer piipuLiiions are 
ho\ering around ail-tinie hiuh levels, 
mule deer are invreasint; their num­
bers in VSest Tevas; turkevs iiuitinue 
to be abundant and quail have re-
K>unded dramaiKMllv from critkal 
lows three vears di.o. Pheasants also 
have benefitted from the improved 
range conditions. 

Texas white tailed deer hunters 
had high expectations for the season 
that opened Nov. 14, since last 
season's harvest of 445.tK)0 deer was 
an all-time high. Rejxms collected 
during this season's niid-pt)int indi­
cate thev have not been disappointed. 

"Wc re apparently having an ex­
cellent season, despite unseasonably 
waim and rainy weather during the 
e.irl> part, said Horace Gore, white-
tailed deer program leader for the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart­
ment Gore slopped short of predict­
ing another all-time harvest, but said 
the current season may rival 1986 in 

lernis of both quantity and quality. 
• The body condition and antler 

developnK'nt of deer has been excel-
k-ni ihis year, and some bucks of near 
revtird hwk quality have been taken, 
in .South .uid W est Texxs," said Gore. 

Core said a better than expected 
jvom crop, combined with warm 
wcjiher. may have held the total har-
\esi down somewhat in the popular 
[•dwards Plateau region of Central 
Texas this fall. "The deer apparently 
MC not responding well to feeders so 
tar. he said. Hunting also has been 
soinow hat slow in parts of East Texas, 
whkh also may be a result of habitat 

Hunters sought nuisance alligators 

Let's 
ring in a 
New Year 
of peace, 

prosperity 
and happiness. 

Our thanks, friends. 

creative expressions 
\fuhflf Isenht'wer 

In I h e (us lom Shoppe 
234-3911 

The Texas Parks and Wildhle 
Department's Nuisance Alligator 
Control Program was expanded last 
year to include the assistance of con­
tract hunters. F-ollowmg re\lew ol the 
pilot program during the past two 
years, the use of nuisance control 
hunters will be continued in some 
areas of Southeast and Fast Texas 
with mcxiifications to belter resolve 
any alligator problems encountered 
by citizens in those areas, according lo 
Bruce Thompson. TPWD alligator 
program leader. 

Nuisance control hunters are re­
quired by the contract tt> remove des­
ignated nuisance alligators, sell alli­
gators and pans as prescribed and pay 
the TPWD an amount based on the 
length of each alligator times the price 
bid per fixit by each hunter contracted. 
Contracted hunters are allowed to 
retain any additional revenue from the 
sale to defray the cost of providing 
assistance. 

Privessing is now underway to 
select hunters for six areas consisting 
of 2.̂  counties extending along the 
coast from Beaumont to CiMpus 
Chrisli .-\ control hunter and one al-
temaie chosen by the contracted 
hunter w ill be selected from each area. 

Bids will be accepted through January 
;S. Necessary bid dwuments which 
include deadlines, terms and condi­
tions ^^'^ the contract program are 
a\aiiable from the department by 
competing Pam Maxwell, (512) 389-
48.̂ .̂ 4:0 Smith School Rd., Austin. 

Registration dates set 
Spring semester classes begin 
January 18 at Wharton College 

Wh.aton County Junior College 
regisuation dates have been an­
nounced for spring semester daytime 
and e\ening classes in Wharton and 
the Richmond Satellite campus as 
well as evening classes in Bay City 
and the South Texas Nuclear Plant. 
Classes begin January 18. 

Regular registration for evening 
classes, at Wharton County Junior 
College in Wharton is Monday, Jan. 
11 Report to the registrar's office 
between 0 p.m. and 7 p.m. Registra-
iion for day classes is Tuesday, Jan. 
12. Reix)rt to the registrar's office 
between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. or between 
I p.m. and 2 p.m. A schedule of 
classes and times are available in the 
registrar's office. 

Fvening courses being offered at 
WCJC campus in the area of Office 
[ ducaiion include Beginning Typing, 
Intermediate Typing, Introduction to 
Business and Advanced Typing. 

Criminal Justice classes offered 
are Traffic Law, Police - Community 
Relations, Pauol Administration, 

Cnminal Law, Legal Aspects of Law 
Enforcement and Criminal Investiga­
tion. 

Other evening classes are Funda­
mentals of Drafting, Advanced Com­
puter Aided Drafting, Microcomputer 
Systems Operations, Operating Sys­
tems Concepts, Computer Program­
ming and Engineering Drawing. 

Traditional university parallel 
courses include English Composi­
tion. Representatives Readings in 
literature 1, Principles of World 
Geography, American Federal and 
State Government, United States His­
tory, Intrixluction to Sociology, and 
Fundamentals of Speech. 

Also. Finite Mathematics, Mathe­
matics for Elementary Teachers 1, 
Foundations in Music, Real Estate 
Principles, F^operty Management, 
and Real Estate Marketing. 

A free catalogue and listing of all 
evening and daytime course may be 
obtained by contacting the college at 
(409) 5324560. 

Area students certified LVNs 
Shirley Haga and Brenda Yotk. 

both of Eagle Lake, and Rhonda 
Sands of East Bernard were among 
ihe class of 1987 Vocational Nursing 
.It Wharton County Junior College to 
successfully complete and pass the 
examination by the Board of Nurse 
Examiners for the State of Texas for 
licensure as Licensed Vaational 
Nurses (LVNs). 

WCJC will be taking applications 
for the Vocational Nursing program 
for interested students at the end of 
January. The testing will start Jan. 25 
and every Monday thereafter at the 
Johnson Health Occupation Center. A 
pre-entrance test will be given at that 
time by appointment only ($3 fee). 
Call 532-4560, ext. 276. 

Obituary 
Rose Marie BrumbelowMarx 
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Hope you find your 
pot of gold filled with 
good health, happineu and love. 

Sheridan Lumber Company 
The Walker Famih 

Rose Marie Brumbelow Marx. 51. 
of Mena. Arkansas, died Wednesday. 
Dec. 16 in a Ft. Smith, Ark. hospital. 
She was bom on July 18. 1936 in 
Danbury. Texas, a daughter of Walter 
and Crystal Follet Brumbelow. She 
graduated from Eagle Lake High 
Sch(H)l w ith the class of 1954. She was 
married to Alfred Marx Jr. on June 17. 
1956 in the First Baptist Church of 
Eagle Lake. She had made her home 
in F'olk County Arkansas since 1973. 
moving to Mena. Arkansas from St. 
Louis. She was a secretary at Sterling 
Machinery Co., and a member of the 
New Faith Assembly Church. 

Funeral services were held at 10 
am. Friday. Dec. 18 from theGeyer-
(̂ uillm Funeral Home Chupel with 
Rev NormanWiirdofficiating Burial 
was in the Rcxky Cemetery. 

Survivors include her widower. 

Alfred Marx Jr., of Mena, Arkansas; a 
son, Randall Alan Marx, daughter-in-
law, Catherine Merrit Marx and 
grandson, Ryan Philip, all of Austin; 
parents, Walter and Crystal Brumbe­
low of Mena, Arkansas; a brother and 
sister-in-law, James and Judy Brum­
below of Houston, and numerous 
uncles, aunts, cousins and a host of 
friends. 

Attending the funeral from out of 
town were Mr. and Mrs. Paul Marx of 
Rosenberg, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
German of Brookshire, Miss Evelyn 
German of Houston, Mr. and Mrs. Jay 
Blume of Orange. Mr. and Mrs. James 
Brumbelow of Houston, Randall 
Alan, Catherine and Ryan Philip 
Marx of Austin, and others. 

Sympathy is extended to the fam­
ily in their great lo.ss. 

! 15 N. McCarty • Eagle Lake • 234-250: 

Lake Oil Company 
Hagle I^e 

< 

and weather conditions, he added. 
While it is ux) early to predict the 

total harvest. Gore said he believes 
hunters will take approximately 20 
percent nwre antlerless deer in the 80 
counties now under the 'either sex " 
system of bag limits. In those coun­
ties, hunters no longer are required to 
obtain antlerless deer hunting permits 
from landowners; rather, they attach 
the appropriate tag from their hunting 
license to the carcass of any antlerless 
deer taken. 

"Last year about 125,000 deer 
were harvested in those 80 counties, 
and 1 hope that number will increase to 
about 150,(X.X) tliis season under the 
either-sex program," Gore said. 

The department will conduct a 
survey of hunters and l.mdowners in 
the 80-county area after the season, to 
determine if the either-sex concept 
achieved its goal of increased antler 
less harvest. Gore said 
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May the New Year 
hrii i}! lo vou ail your 
fondi'st wislu's and 
hopes and may luck 

follow vou throughout 
19«8. 

A.J, Struss 
Auto 

£aiile Liike 

Many outdoor records set during 1987 
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HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 

Wishing you happiness 
every minute of c^^v'i day 
the whole year through' 

PoXXet Ford 
Tractor Co. 

Columbus 
732-6201 

The Right Mix For '88! 
Savor a New Year enhanced 

with the spice of life! 
We've greatly enjoyed our 

association with you in the past. 

Kevin Court 
Apartments 

Heidi Mills (Manager) 
and Residents 

Eagle Lake 

We hope for you and yours, 

a New Year of happiness in every wa\ 

We're especially proud of theK'xxi will 

and friendship you have shown us. 

uiiy OT tagie LaKe 
City Officials and Employees 

JL^^ 

Herĉ s wishing you a 
glorious New Year, 
filled with health, suc­
cess and happiness. 

Rice 
Industries^ 

Inc. 
Officers, Directors 

and Staff 
Eagle Lake 

The year 1987 was one of siiperia 
tives for the Texas Parks and V/ildlife 
Department, the state's outdoor re­
sources and the people who enjoy 
those resources. 

Many of the big outdoor news 
stories of the year resulted from the 
department's activities. However, the 
weatherman provided some of the 
best news of 1987, as hunting and 
freshwater fishing both enjoyed a 
renaissance made possible by an ex­
tended period of timely rainfall and 
mild weather. 

As we say goodbye to calendar 
year 1987, here are some of the events 
that made the news as seen by the 
department's five program divisions: 

Wildlire 
•The Wildlife Division welcomed 

a new director in early 1987. Shortly 
after his arrival in March, Charles 
Allen launched the Type II Wildlife 
Management Area program to create 
more public hunting opportunity in 
the state. In its initial year the program 
garnered more than 431,000 acres, 
and purchasers of a $35 annual permit 
are allowed to hunt on any or all the 
tracts during the open hunting sea­
sons. 

•The 1986-87 white-tailed deer 
hunting sea.son was the best ever, set­
ting records for total harvest, antler­
less harvest, hunter numbers, hunter 
success and percentage of anderless 
deer in the total harvest. High deer 
populations, a long season and more 
hunter awareness of the need for con­
trol of the antlerless segment of the 
herd contributed to the record harvest. 

•The commission approved estab­
lishment of the either-sex system of 
whitetail bag limits in 80 Texas coun­
ties for the 1987-88 hunting sea.son, 
and created additional opportunity for 
hunting antlerless deer by expanding 
the early antlerless season in East 
Texas and the late antlerless season in 
South Texas. 

•The desert bighom sheep restora­
tion program got a shot in the arm 
during October 1987 with the impor­
tation of 25 sheep from Nevada. The 
animals were stocked on a private 
ranch in the Van Hom Mountains of 
southwestern Culberson County, 

•The eastem turkey restoration 
program also experienced its biggest 
year in 1987. The department ob­
tained 76 wild-trapped birds from 
other states and stocked them in suit­
able habitats in East Texas. The im­
ported birds, plus additional turkeys 
trapped and relocated from Texas 
sites, boosted the total stocking to 
more than 100 for the year. 

•The commission expanded op 
portunity for Rio Grande turkey hunt­
ing by authorizing a 23-day spring 
gobbler season for 1988. The season 
formeriy was 16 days. 

•Favorable weather conditions 
fueled a boom year for quail popula­
tions in Texas, and hunters reported 

Here's wishing you and yours 366 days 
of health, happiness and prosperity. 

You've been great, friends. 
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the best success in years across most 
of the sute's quail range. At the Chap­
arral WMA, hunteR harvested 8,600 
quail the first 4 weekends of public 
hunts, and the season's harvest is ex­
pected U) be an all-ume record for the 
15,200-acre area. 

Fisheries 
•Several innovative programs to 

help the state's fish hatchery system 
were launched in 1987 - "Operation 
Share a Lone Star Lunker" and "Vet­
eran Brooder" program. 

•Freshwater fishing improved no­
ticeably during 1987,especiallyinthe 
westem half of the state where two to 
three years of higher-than-average 
rainfall have filled lakes and provided 
improved fish habitat. 

•About 50 new state fish records 
were certified during 1987. High­
lighting freshwater records was a six-
pound, eight-ounce smallmouth bass 
caught at Lake Whitney during No­
vember, and a five-pound, 12-ounce 
rainbow tfout caught from the Guada­
lupe River in 1986 was certified in 
early 1987. Scores of saltwater rec­
ords were set, with the largest being a 
1,121-pound, four-ounce tiger shark. 
The shark was the largest fish ever 
caught off the Texas coast and 
weighed on certified scales. 

•The department's popular rain­
bow trout stocking program, funded 
by sales of $5 State Trout Stamps, was 
expanded to 17 public sites and eight 
state parks for the winter fishing pe­
riod of 1987-88. Sute parks being 
stocked this winter are Meridian, 
Cleburne, Buescher, Tyler, Bcxiham, 
Ft. Richardson, Blanco and Rusk. 

•There was good news from 
Texas' saltwater bays during 1987, as 
routine sampling of fish populations 
indicated that red drum (redfish), 
spotted seatrout (speckled trout) and 
other popular sport fish survived the 
fall 1986 invasion of red tide without 
severe losses. Sampling in coastal 
passes, in fact, indicated red drum 
were able to spawn during the fall in 
spite of the presence of the organism 
which killed millions of fish. 

•Final data for 1986 commercial 
fishing were available in 1987. Com­
mercial finfishermen and shrimpers 
had record years in Texas for the value 
they received for their catch. Finfish­
ermen received some $3.6 million for 
their catch, which exceeded the 1980 
record of nearly $3.2 million. Shrimp 
fishermen also set an all-time high of 
some $230 million. This was the fifst 
time the shrimp catch exceeded $200 
million and broke the 1984 record 
high of $179.5 million. 

Park.s 
•The new Calliham unit of Choke 

Canyon State Park was opened to the 
public on the shores of 25.000-acre 
Choke Canyon Reservoir in McMul-
len and Live Oak Counties. Contain­
ing 40 multi-use campsites, 20 
screened shelters and a variety of 
other facilities, the new unit offers 
access to one of the better fishing 
lakes in the state. 

•Another new park located on an 
excellent fishing lake was opened 
during 1987. Lake [Job Sandhn Sute 
Recreauon Area, a 640-acre wooded 
site on the shoreline of Lake Bob 
Sandlin, was opened in November. 
The Titus County lake is noted for its 
excellent largemouth bass, crappie 
and catfish fishing. 

•A Navy torpedo bomber was de­
livered to the Admiral Nimiu State 
Historical Park in Fredericksburg 
during August. The Admiral Nimitz 
Foundation and participating indus-
tnes made possible the transfer of the 
plane by ship from the Naval Air 
Museum at Pensacola, Florida. The 
park is located in downtown Freder­
icksburg. 

•A statewide fundraising cam­
paign to assist the Battleship "Texas' 
was launched dunng 1987. Corpora­
tions teamed with public schools and 
organizations throughout the state to 
collect recyclable aluminum cans. 
Funds generated from sales of the 
cans to recycling centers will be used 
to put the battleship in dry dock for 
repairs. The ship, commissioned in 
1914, currently is moored at San Jac­
into Batdeground State Historic Park 
at Houston. 

•Restored Fanthorp Inn at Ander­
son was opened to public visitation. 
The inn, esublished during the Re­
public of Texas era, was restored to 
the period of 1850 to 1867. 

Law enforcement 
•Operation Game Thief, the 

department's telephcxie hodine sys­
tem for reporting game law violators, 
completed six years of successful 
operation during 1987. Since the 
program's inception in 1981, approxi­
mately 5,600 calls have been made to 
the toll-free number, 1-800-792-
GAME. Of this total, 557 resulted in 
the arrest of 1,129 violators and 
1,7171 convictions were obtained. 
More than $222,000 in fines were 
collected. More than $53,000 in re­
wards has been distributed to 278 
callers, with all reward money being 
provided by donations from individu­
als and organizations. 

•The Law Enforcement Division's 
game wardens shouldered a new re­
sponsibility in 1987 with esubiish-
ment of the Type II Wildlife Manage­
ment Area program. The efforts of 
game wardens in enforcing game laws 
and assisting hunters helped the new 
program have a successful first year. 

Resource protection 
•The department's ability to pro­

tect rare plants, animals and natural 
communities was enhanced by the 
transfer of the Natural Hentage Pro­
gram from the General land Office. 

•Resource Protection staff as­
sisted the Governor's select commit­
tee in evaluating site proposals for the 
superconducting Super Collider. 
Staff continues to provide technical 
guidarjce to ensure the protection of 
fish and wildlife resources. 

•The division expanded iLs in­
volvement in water development is­

sues, appeanng before the Texis 
Water Commission to advocate pro­
tection of bottomland hardwoods, 
msiream Hows, wildlife habitat and 
unique paleoniological resources. 

•Bay and estuary research was a 
high priority in 1987. In cooperauon 
with the Texas Water Development 
Board, the staff is developing fisher­
ies dau, studying effecu ô  salinity on 
estuarine vegetation and conducting 
freshwater infk)ws. 

•Several new research efforts re­
lated to water quality were started in 
1987. Parucular effort was devoted to 
two nvers with histories of rscumng 
fish kills — the Tnnity River below 
Dallas-Ft. Worth and the Pecos River. 
Additional studies of pesticide con­
tamination of fish and sediments in 
the lower Colorado River has been 
surted with several other sute and 
local agencies. 
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Happy New Year! 
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Thanks for making our 
last 365 days so nice. 

Happy New Year, friends! 

W.M. 
THOMAS, JR. 
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